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SENIOR HONORS ENGLISH SUMMER READING 2017-2018 

PART 1: READ THE BOOK—1984 by George Orwell 
PART 2: Assignment 
PART 3: THIS ASSIGNMENT IS DUE THE FIRST DAY of school in August—regardless if you 

have class first or second semester.  
 
 Be prepared the first day/week to actively participate in class discussions and to 

take a test over the novel.  
 
 Therefore, if you read the book early in the summer or have English second 

semester, be sure to review your notes and this assignment so that you can be 
prepared. It is suggested that you make a copy of this assignment to keep AND 
save a copy to a flash drive as well as your home computer. 

 

Following directions is a MUST. Points will be deducted if instructions are not followed. 
 

IMPORTANT: IF ANY PART OF THIS ASSIGNMENT IS PLAGIARIZED  

(Even one sentence), THE ENTIRE PAPER RECEIVES A ZERO.  

All writing MUST be in YOUR own words. 

==================================================================================== 

INSTRUCTIONS 
Responses will be evaluated based upon accurate, concise, and complete information. Only include 

information that specifically answers the question.  

 

FORMATTING 

 This assignment is to be typed, 12 pt. font, single-spaced but double-spaced between 

sections/numbers. Be sure to number your responses. 

 Place your name, block number, teacher’s name, date, and semester in the upper right-hand 

corner of the first page. This does NOT go in the header. 

 Subsequent pages should have your last, first names in the upper right-hand corner of the 

header (allowing this info to be on each subsequent page). 

 Pages are to be numbered (in the footer).   

 Type OR copy/paste each question/quote, then write your response. 

 EVERYONE email your assignment to the teacher: alice.lambert@boone.kyschools.us by 8:00 

A.M. the first day of school in August, AND make a hard copy to bring to class with you that day. 

(Second semester—bring hard copy then.) 

 Staple assignment. 

 

Evaluation/ How Assignment will be Graded  

 Papers will be evaluated on idea development, clarity of thought and connections, depth of 

thought/insights.  
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 Punctuation, capitalization, spelling, sentence structure, paragraphs, word choices, grammar 

and transitions will count. Proofread and correct mistakes prior to submitting this assignment. 

 

THE ASSIGNMENT 

I. Author’s Information 

1. Find out 10 most important facts about Orwell’s life and career. These are significant events in 

the person’s life (ones that influenced his writing, life choices, etc.) 

2. Use at least two sources to research George Orwell’s life. DO NOT USE Wikipedia. Be sure to 

cite your sources (where the info comes from) in MLA format (This is NOT the website address). 

If you need help look up how to cite sources on <owl.english.purdue.edu> for the correct 

formatting. 

3. Sources should follow this section, NOT at the end of the written assignment. 

 

II. GENERAL QUESTIONS--Answer in complete sentences.  
 

1. In your own words, explain “doublethink.” 

2. Who is the leader of the country? AND, what can be inferred about this person’s title? 

3. Who is the enemy of the country AND explain why this person is considered an “enemy.” 

4. Explain what Newspeak is AND what is the long-term goal of its application? 

5. Explain what is inferred by the names Victory Gin, Victory Cigarettes, and Victory Manisons? 

6. What is the purpose of Victory Gin? 

7. What is the significance (underlying meaning/not explained in the text) of the main character’s 

dreams and memories of the past?  

8. What did not exist in 1984 that he remembers DID exist in his past? 

9. Explain what “duckspeak” means. 

10. What words in 2017 are similar to the concept of duckspeak? Give at least 2 examples. 

 

III. QUOTES—Making CONNECTIONS/REFLECTIONS 

For each of the quotes below explain the quote's significance.  
 

Significance includes why it is important to the overall story as well as making connections to 
how its meaning influences what happens to the characters, develops the plot, and leads to the 
end of the story. This is more than surface, literal explanations. DO NOT JUST REPEAT THE 
QUOTE IN DIFFERENT WORDS. GO DEEPER--what is the underlying message, meaning, 
significance?  
Clearly express your ideas in complete sentences and paragraphs. Demonstrate your writing 
skills. 

 
GO DEEP—DON'T REPEAT THE OBVIOUS—BE INSIGHTFUL. 
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11. "If the Party could thrust its hand into the past and say of this or that event, it never 
happened—that, surely, was more terrifying than mere torture and death." How does this 
happen in the novel? Why is this more terrifying than torture or death? 

 
12. "For a second, two seconds, they had exchanged an equivocal glance, and that was the end of 

the story. But even that was a memorable event, in the locked loneliness in which one had to 
live."  (Be sure to include who Winston is talking about in addition to the significance.) 
 

13. Which is worse: mind control or physical control? In what sense are they one and the same? 
Explain what each type of control involves, how they are the same, how are they different, and 
which one do you think is worse and why. 

 
14. What role does Emmanuel Goldstein have in the book?  

A. Does his revolutionary group really exist? How does it affect Winston? Is Winston’s 
obsession with Big Brother really the same as his obsession with Goldstein? Why is he 
drawn to Goldstein? 

 
B. Within the novel, it is said that that controls the past also control the present, and 

therefore, the future. A. True, or not so true/Why or why not?  
B. What role does memory play in an accurate account of history?  
C. Can history be objective, after all?  
 

15. What is the EFFECT of having the story broken into three, distinct parts? (This is the author’s 
technique; he had a reason for doing this.) What are they? How are they different?  
 

IV. To show your understanding of the novel and its message to us today, write an essay comparing 
1984 to 2017, identifying and explaining at least 10 similarities, using specific examples from the 
novel and comparing those to current events/situations in the United States today. 

 
 
 


