
SENIOR HONORS ENGLISH SUMMER READING  

ASSIGNMENT: Total 150 points 
 

IF ANY PART OF THIS ASSIGNMENT IS PLAGIARIZED, THE ENTIRE PAPER RECEIVES A ZERO.  

Substituting Cliffnotes or Sparknotes will not replace reading the entire novel! 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Read ONE of the books on the attached list for this summer’s reading assignment. A brief 
description of each is included. 
   

2. Due Date: This assignment is due the FIRST DAY of SCHOOL IN AUGUST, regardless of what 
semester you have Senior English.  
 

3. Email it to alice.lambert@boone.kyschools.us AND bring in a hard copy (printed) to room 200. 
 

4. Cover Sheet  
Your name, Honors English 4, Date of submission/ Semester & Block of class. 
 

5. After reading the novel, answer the review questions. 
In addition, there will be a written assessment/test over the novel during the first week of class. 
Therefore, if you read the book early in the summer, be sure to review your notes and this 
assignment to be prepared.  

 

Late paper: Day 2= 50% off. Day 3=Zero 
 

KEEP copies of this assignment--both a hard copy and a copy on a flash drive. This is your 
“backup” in case your computer crashes or you lose your hard copy. 

 

==================================================================================== 

 
A.  INSTRUCTIONS 

 This assignment MUST be typed.  

 In the header, top right corner put last name and page numbers. Staple pages together 

including cover page. 

 Skip one line between each section and number or bullet—so that responses are separated and 

easy to read. 

 

B.  RESPONSES WILL BE EVALUATED BASED UPON  

 Quality of writing (sentence structure, paragraphs, clarity of ideas) 

 Accurate, concise, and complete information.  

 Grammar, capitalization, spelling, and punctuation. 

 Clarity of explanation/ideas. 

 Neatness and ease to read answers. 

mailto:alice.lambert@boone.kyschools.us


 

C. This assignment is also on the school’s website. You may wish to copy the questions, paste them into 

a Word Document, and type your answers directly under each question. Print.  

  

 

2018-2019 SENIOR ENGLISH HONORS SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT—Boone County High School 

 

Title:        Author: 

Date of Publication:      Genre: 

 

I. Biographical information about the author:  List 5 significant facts about the author’s life 

experiences. These are often reflected in the author’s writings. (Do not list insignificant facts 

i.e. date of birth, names of parents, where he went to school, etc.) (10 pts total/ 2 pts each) 

 

II. Historical information about the setting and time of the events in the novel:  

Bullet and explain five (5) significant events in the location and time of the novel: social 

conditions, economy, political situation, etc. (15 pts/ 3pts each) 

 

III. Plot summary:  (15 pts) 

This is a 1-5 sentence summary of the overall plot. (Example: “This story is about a man . . .” 

Do not use character names—it is an overall summary of the action and conclusion.) 

 

IV. Characters: (total 30 pts/ 6 points each) 

A. Select the five (5) main characters in the novel. 

B.  Explain each character’s role(s) or relationship(s) to the other characters.  

C.  Explain the significance (the importance) of each character to the story plot. 

D.   Write four (4) adjectives (four single descriptive words) describing the character’s 

personality, physical features, and/or other characteristics. 

 

V. 5 Significant Quotes: (Total 30 pts/ 6 pts each) 

Find five(5) significant quotes in your novel that reflect the author’s message to its readers, 

makes some connection to the solution, character relationship, plot development, etc. 

(These must come from throughout the novel—not just at the beginning or end. Do not use 

the internet for your quotes.) 

 

On your paper: 

1. Write the quote (with quotation marks) and page number where the quote is found. 



2. Identify the speaker. 

3. Explain how the quote reveals, describes, defines—a character(s), the setting, theme(s), 

imagery, and /or make a personal connection to the quote/character.  

4. Your explanation needs to go deeper—beyond the surface. Do not repeat (say the same 

thing in other words) what the quote means or says. 

 

EXAMPLE FORMAT:  “Quote” p# Baxter: explanation 

 

 

VI. Now that you have read the novel, watch the movie version of this novel and complete the 

assignment below.  (40 points) 

 

A. Create a chart (or power point) to compare the novel to the movie.  

 Make it clear and easy to read. 

 Decide the categories you will compare (characters, plot events, 

attitudes/personalities, setting, etc.)  

 Show how the two are similar and different. 

 

B. Which did you like the most—the book or the novel?  

Explain your answer (be complete).  (10 points) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENIOR ENGLISH HONORS SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 2018-2019 

Choose ONE of the following novels to read. 

 

The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

Story about two sisters, “the men who abuse them, and the children they care for. The story focuses 

on the life of a young girl named Celie who, at the start of the novel, is living with her abusive father. 

Celie’s father marries her off to a man who is referred to as ‘Mister’ and Celie endures much of the 

same torture from him as she did from her father.” 

 

Black Like Me by John Howard Griffin 

This is a “nonfiction book by a white journalist recounting his journey in the Deep South of the United 

States, at a time when African-Americans lived under Racial Segregation. Griffin was a native of Dallas, 

Texas, who had his skin temporarily darkened to pass as a black.” 

 

The Things They Carried, by Tim O'Brien 

This is a collection of linked short stories about a platoon of American soldiers fighting on the ground in 

the Vietnam War. 

 

 

The Autobiography of Malcolm X: As Told to Alex Haley 

Malcolm X, the Muslim leader tells the extraordinary story of his life and the growth of the Black 

Muslim movement. His fascinating perspective on the lies and limitations of the American Dream, and 

the inherent racism in a society . . . 

 

Emma by Jane Austen 

“Emma Woodhouse has just attended the wedding of Miss Taylor, her friend and former governess, to 

Mr. Weston. Having introduced them, Emma takes credit for their marriage, and decides that she likes 

matchmaking.” 

 

The Last of the Mohicans by James Fenimore Cooper 

“The story tells of brutal battles with the Iroquois and their French allies, cruel captures, narrow 

escapes, and revenge. The beauty of the unspoiled wilderness and sorrow at its disappearance, 

symbolized in Hawkeye’s Mohican friends, the last of their tribe, are important themes of the novel.” 

 

Three Musketeers by Alexandre Dumas 

“In The Three Musketeers, a headstrong young man named d'Artagnan from the Gascony region of 

France, leaves home to seek his fortune in Paris in 1625. He dreams of joining the Musketeers, the 

king's elite guard.” 

 

Brom Stoker’s Dracula by Brom Stoker “ (the original Dracula) 

In the late nineteenth century, a young English lawyer travels to the Castle Dracula, which is located in 

Transylvania. The novel then shifts to England when Dracula attempts to move from Transylvania to 

England so that he may find new blood and spread the undead curse” 

http://www.amazon.com/Things-They-Carried-Tim-OBrien/dp/0618706410/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1437686305&sr=1-1&keywords=the+things+they+carried+by&tag=bisafetynet2-20
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Iroquois-people
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Mohican

