
 
 

English III Honors 

Summer Reading Assignment 

 
Directions: Select one of the novels listed below. Once you have read your novel, compose a 

well-organized essay in which you discuss one theme from the novel.   Your  essay should have 

a clear thesis statement, three main points, and at least three quotes from the novel to illustrate 

those three main points. Make sure you cite the page number for all quotations used.  The 

attached writing rubric will be used to score your essay, which will be due the first day of your 

English III  Honors class (second semester students will not submit their assignments until 

second semester). 

 
 
Reminders: 

 

 Themes are statements, not one-worded answers. So, for example, “money” is not a 

theme, but “money can’t buy happiness” is a theme. Make sure your theme is a 

statement and not  a one-worded answer. 

 The quotes you select to illustrate your theme should cover the novel in its entirety (don’t 

give three quotes all from the beginning  of the novel,   etc.). 

 This is not a personal piece, so there should be no use of “I”  or “me” in your   essay! 

 
Book Choices: 

A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 

Beloved by Toni Morrison 

Bonfire of the Vanities by Tom Wolfe 

Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko 

Ellen Foster by Kaye Gibbons 

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 

Farewell  to Manzanar  by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston 

Guns, Germs, and Steele by Jared Diamond 

Letters from a Woman Homesteader by Elinore Pruitt Stewart 

Long Day’s  Journey  into Night  by Eugene  O’Neill 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 

The  Catcher in the Rye  by J.D.  Salinger 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time by Mark Haddon 

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 

The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 



 


