AP Studio Art Summer Assignment
Hello! I’m so excited to have you as a part of the AP Studio Art class in the upcoming
school year. Please read through the summer assignment responsibilities and have a
fun art-making summer! Bring your completed artworks with you within the first
three days of school in August. Please email me if you have any questions or need
assistance: rachael.burriss@boone.kyschools.us.

Part 1: Show Me What You Got!
For this artwork, I want you to create an artwork in your favorite medium, about your favorite
subject matter, and that showcases your talents and interests to the highest degree. You are not
limited in size or medium so go crazy! If you create a digital artwork, make sure to print the artwork
before the beginning of the school year.

Part 2: Visual Storytelling
For this artwork, I want you to create an artwork that tells a story. You’ll use a theme from the list
below and create an artwork that is directly related to that theme with your own symbolic narrative
running through it based on the visuals and subject matter you choose to showcase. This artwork
should be a mixed media piece, meaning you should use more than one medium to complete it.
Theme List:
Time and Memory
Identity
Place
Loss & Desire
Consumption
Humor
Paradox
Protest
Fantasy
Transformation
Juxtaposition
Compassion
Balance
History
Growth & Change

Part 3: Reference Library
Throughout the year, you’ll need a reference for a variety of artworks you’ll be creating. So, this is
your time to create that reference library of good, quality images to use that are free from any
copyright restrictions. Use the list below to guide your image topics. Capture anywhere from 20-30

images and after editing them, arrange them in a Google Slideshow or keep them in a Google Drive
folder to use throughout the year. You do NOT need to print every image, we are keeping these
digitally.
Image List:
Animals
People
Places - Country & City
Food
Insects
Floral

Abstract
Reflective Objects
Bodies of Water
Action
All One Color
Various Textures

Meaningful Objects
Facial Features
Sunset/Sunrise
Interesting Shadows
Black and White
Off the Beaten Path

Part 4: What Does an AP Portfolio Look Like?
The AP Studio Art test is like no other. Basically, you create a body of work over the course of the
year and then submit those pieces as a representation of your personal and artistic growth,
experimentation, revision and creation process throughout the year. The AP Art test focuses on
connecting the artist and process they create within. So, journaling, sketching, researching and
revising is a constant part of your creative process in the course.
Using the links below, check out some of the sample AP Portfolios and see what the pieces look like
vs. how they wrote about the piece vs. how they were made. The portfolios (some good, some not)
should illustrate how process and being connected to your process is important.
Portfolio 1:
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap21-2d-art-and-design-selected-works-score-5.pdf
Portfolio 2:
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap21-2d-art-and-design-sustained-investigation-row-b-score
3.pdf
Portfolio 3:
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap21-2d-art-and-design-sustained-investigation-row-d-score
3.pdf
Now, go buy yourself a sketchbook.
Start journaling and sketching everyday. The more practice you have, the better you’ll be.
What do you think you are strong in creating? Where are your weaknesses? Work on honing in your
skills and exercise that creative muscle to focus on getting better.
Buy some magazines. Rip and glue down pages into the sketchbook. Make some collages. Save
postcards from the places you visit. Keep an internal dialogue about what you are doing to actively
push yourself in becoming a better artist and writer.
Bring your sketchbook with you every day to class. We will continue to do things by hand no matter
what kind of portfolio you end up submitting in May.
Have an Artful Summer! I’ll see you in August! :)

-Mrs. Burriss

